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At the age of seventeen (17) years old young Dennis Porter found himself involved in a 
street lifestyle that would change his life from negative to positive. However, that 
realization would not occur until Dennis found himself in prison. Sometimes you can’t 
discover your blessings until you go through the experiences in life that will uncover 
your lessons. Your lessons become your blessings. This fact was revealed to Dennis 
once those prison doors slammed behind him. What was he going to do?  

Sentenced to twenty-five years to life, Dennis had plenty of time to think about his 
future.  He encircled himself with inmates who were considered “OGs”.  These older 
inmates encouraged, inspired and protected young Dennis on his way to discover his 
potentials and gifts.  Like Malcolm X, Dennis Porter took advantage of prison time and 
used the time to his advantage. 

Behind the walls, Dennis began the journey of seeking his mission in life; it was 
daunting but necessary. He did not allow distractions to interfere with his “new 
attitude”. He began reading intensely on all topics that dealt with development. He 
focused on stories in the bible, which led him to Luke 15:11-32. This chapter was about 
the Prodigal Son. It is about two brothers. One stayed home and lived a self-righteous 
life in the comfort of his father’s home. The other son (the prodigal son) left home to 
make way in the world on his own and ends up compromised and degraded but returns 
home to redeem himself to a loving father who accepts him back. It was behind prison 
walls where Dennis Porter conceived “Prodigal Sons and Daughters Redirection 
Services, Inc.”  

When Dennis was released from lock up (aka "the hole) in 1989, he was armed with all 
the materials and information he needed so he started Prodigal Sons and Daughters 
while still in prison. His intensive work paid off. In 1995, after being released from 
prison, Dennis officially launched The Prodigals. Today, he has six locations within East 
Orange, NJ, Atlanta, GA and he recently opened a Resource Center/Food Pantry and 
Thrift Shop in Newark, NJ. When he conceived of The Prodigals behind the wall, Mr. 



Porter intended to transform the lives of brothers and sisters who were returning home 
from prison and to assist them in stabilizing their lives in the areas of mental health, 
housing, training and employment. He has successfully accomplished his goals.  

Mr. Porter was the Reentry Director under the leadership of Mayor Cory Booker. Today, 
he is the Reentry Instructor at Essex County College.  Dennis instructs Mayor Ras J 
Baraka’s reentry clients attending Transitional Services and Smart Grant. He has 
proven that when you put the work in, that when you are concerned about the condition 
of your people God will lead you to your purpose in life and you will become a testimony 
of success. Dennis Porter has been married 32 years to Sherry Pearson Porter, another 
great accomplishment. 

Dennis appeared on Tell a Vision 2018 to tell his electrifying story about helping 
brothers and sisters entering back into society to transcend their lives by utilizing the 
services of The Prodigals upon coming home. 


